ICLA Committee on Structures

By-laws

Preamble

During the meeting of the Executive Council (Bureau) of the ICLA in New Delhi on 24-26 February 1990, the function and procedures of the Committee on Structures (see ICLA Bulletin XI, no. 2 of 1991, p. 43) have been set forth. The by-laws of the committee were amended in Shenzhen on 26 July 2019.

The Committee on Structures (hereafter "the Committee") is an administrative committee established for the study of specific organizational problems relevant to comparative literature (article VII of the Statutes of the ICLA).

Article 1

The Committee studies questions concerning the organizational forms of ICLA, suggests improvements in ICLA’s constitution and by-laws and advises on procedures; considers inquiries from the membership regarding problems of organization in the Association or of academic participation in the field of comparative literature at large, and advises the Executive Council thereon.

Article 2

The Committee is responsible to the Executive Council of the ICLA and will annually submit a formal account of its activities to the Executive Council, before its meeting. The Chairperson of the Committee is entitled to attend the meetings of the Executive Council of the ICLA as an observer.

Article 3

The membership of the Committee shall be re-constituted after every election. It will consist of at least four members: 

· the chair of the Committee, appointed by the incoming President of the ICLA (his or her name will be made public at the first meeting of the newly-elected Executive Council (henceforth called the “EC”); 

· three members named by the incoming chair of the Committee in consultation with the President of the Association.

In appointing members of the Committee, every effort should be made to insure broad geographic representation. Members of the Committee should also have a broad familiarity with the history and structure of the ICLA. All members of the Committee, the chair included, will be limited to serving two three-year terms.

Article 4

During the execution of its task, the Committee may seek the advice and guidance of the EC, of past officers of the Association (for historical memory) as well as other persons who may have particular expertise about specific administrative matters.

Article 5

The president of the Association or a person designated by the president may attend ex officio meetings of the Committee.

Article 6

Votes are decided by a simple majority. The quorum consists of half of the committee members plus one.

Article 7
The Executive Council of the Association has the right to dissolve the Committee.

Article 8
A motion to advise the Executive Council to alter or add to these by-laws must be made by at least two members of the Committee. Any change in the by-laws must be approved by the Executive Council of the Association.

